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REVISION OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT BEING CONSIDERED 


Revision of the Food and Drugs Act is now the subject of 
consideration in the Department of Agriculture, following a con- 
ference at the White House with President Roosevelt, at which 
there were present Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace, 
Assistant Secretary R. G. Tugwell, and Mr. W. G. Campbell, 
Chief of the Food and Drug Administration. A draft of a bill 
to be introduced in Congress is being prepared, but there is as 
yet no indication of the scope of the proposed revision. The 
National Canners Association will keep the industry currently 
informed as to developments. 


STATUS OF FARM RELIEF AND LABOR BILLS 


The two measures of chief interest to canners now pending 
in Congress are the farm relief bill (H. R. 3835) and the Black 
bill (S. 158) establishing a five-day six-hour week in industry. 
The farm bill has passed the House and is being debated in the 
Senate. The Black bill passed the Senate but was held in that 
body by a motion to reconsider, which was finally defeated on 
April 17 by a decisive vote. 

The House passed the farm relief bill as reported by its Com- 
mittee on Agriculture without amendment and under a rule lim- 
iting debate. The Senate has been much more deliberate. The 
Senate Committee on Agriculture held hearings and reported the 
bill with various amendments, among which was the insertion of 
the word “field” preceding the word “corn” in the list of basic 
agricultural commodities covered by the bill. The Committee 
also added a section empowering the Secretary of Agriculture to 
establish prices of agricultural products upon the basis of cost 
of production and to impose a penalty upon persons purchasing 
agricultural products below such established prices; likewise a 
section providing for farm mortgage relief. 


In debating the farm bill the Senate first acted upon the 
committee amendments up to the farm mortgage relief section. 
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It then turned back to the first part of the bill to consider amend- 
ments offered in the nature of perfecting amendments. The 
proposals for currency inflation offered as amendments by Sena- 
tor Long and Senator Wheeler brought in a question that will 
serve to delay the progress of the bill in the Senate. Senator 
McNary, who along with others has objected to limitation of 
debate, expects to have offered a substitute for the entire bill 
formulated by the Republican members of the Senate. 


The Black 30-hour-week bill, before its passage in the Sen- 
ate, was so amended as to exempt milk and its products, and 
perishable food products such as fish, sea foods, fruits, and vege- 
tables from the limitation of working hours. It also provided 
for exemption of other products upon proof being submitted to 
the Secretary of Agriculture that manufacturers thereof could 
not reasonably comply with the working hours limitations. 


Subsequent to the passage of the bill, Senator Trammell 
offered a motion to reconsider, in order that the Senate might 
again vote on the application of this law to imported goods. This 
motion to reconsider was prevented for a week from coming to 
a vote, consequently the bill remained in the Senate. 


Meantime, the House Committee on Labor held hearings on 
the Connery bill on the same subject, but no report was sub- 
mitted to the House. This bill, as drawn up by Chairman 
Connery, does not specifically exempt perishable products but 
has a general exemption clause providing for permits by the 
Department of Labor to industries that can not reasonably 
comply with the limited working hours. 


The House bill also differs from the Senate bill in that it 
would apply to imported products. 


INTENDED ACREAGE FOR CANNING TOMATOES, BEETS, AND 
KRAUT CABBAGE 


The division of Crop and Livestock Estimates of the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture on April 17 issued reports on the 
intended acreage of canning tomatoes and beets, and on kraut 
cabbage. At the same time the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics issued a report on prospects for canned tomatoes, which 
furnishes data that, in connection with the statistics on intended 
tomato acreage, will provide information of great assistance to 
tomato canners in determining their final acreage plans. 


It should be emphasized that the intended acreage reports 
of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates do not show the 
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acreage that will actually be planted. Instead, they show the 
preliminary plans, which, of course, are subject to such change 
as canners may find necessary or desirable before actual plant- 
ings are made. 


Intended Acreage for Tomatoes. 


Reports from nearly 400 canning firms representing about 50 per cent 
of the total acreage of tomatoes grown for canning or manufacture in 1932, 
and from growers in certain States where open market plantings are impor- 
tant, indicates that the acreage now intended for the 1933 season is slightly 
smaller than the acreage grown in 1932. The canners’ reports received were 
well distributed among all important producing areas, and should therefore 
be fairly representative of the net acreage change intended during the first 
half of April, when the inquiry was made. 

Should plantings be made according to these intended acreage reports, 
the total acreage for the 1983 season would amount to 270,590 acres, com- 
pared with 277,640 acres in 1982, 296,120 acres in 1931, 407,950 acres in 
1930, and 323,720 acres in 1929. The 1933 intended acreage is about the 
same as that grown in 1928 and 1927. With tomatoes, abandoned acreage 
is usually so small that the harvested acreages differ very little from the 
planted acreages. 


The accompanying table shows, by states, the acreages which would 
result if the early April intentions to contract and plant are carried out for 
19838. These intended acreage are not to be considered as estimates of 
planted acreages for the coming season, inasmuch as they are subject to 
change before plantings are actually made, according to weather conditions, 
economic factors, and the possible effect of this report in bringing about 
further changes in canners’ and growers’ plans. 


Harvested Acrea Intended Acreage 
State 1929 1930 193 1932 1933 
As Acres 
Acres Acres Acres Acres of 1932 indicated 

New York...... 138,600 15,500 11,300 10,200 82 8,400 
New Jersey.... 383,000 43,000 80,000 30,000 75 500 
Pennsylvania ... 3,420 5,400 4,800 6,500 &S 5,700 
Ohio PS 12,400 10,300 9,300 110 10,200 
59,840 79,000 64,000 62,000 110 68,200 
Illinois ..... Suis 5,440 6,500 4,650 5,300 92 4,860 
Michigan ...... 1,990 2,600 2,000 1,000 110 2,090 
lowa Tee ee 4,570 6,400 6,400 5,300 76 4,000 
Missouri ....... 20,040 28,900 19,000 16,000 125 20,000 
Delaware ...... 18,500 + 14,000 11,800 10,600 105 11,100 
Maryland ...... 44,000 48,900 38,000 84,200 100 34,200 
Virginia ....... 18,000 19,800 14,800 12,900 105 13,600 
Kentucky ...... 6,400 8,430 5,700 5,600 114 6,400 
Tennesee ...... 9,200 14,000 10,700 8,400 100 8,400 
Arkansas ...... 22,600 28,000 16,800 16,300 110 17,900 
Colorado ...... 2,080 2,230 2,500 2,300 07 2,230 
Utah 6,180 8,200 6,200 115 8,450 


California ..... 41,680 52,250 28,100 
Other Stafesc.. ‘ 


a For California, contract acreage only for 1988; about 4,900 acres taken from 
open masuas plantings in 1982; 1, acres in 1981, and 8,750 acres in 1930, 
v 
c “Other States” include Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Texas, 
Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, 


| 
890 00 7,800 
Total ....... 828,720 407.950 206,120 6277,640 97.5 270,500 
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Intended Acreage for Beets. 


Reports from firms which contracted or grew about 50 per cent of the 
total acreage of beets for canning in 1932 indicate that the intended acreage 
for 1933 is about the same as the acreage grown in 1932. 

If these intentions are carried out, the planted acreage in 1933 will 
amount to 3,070 acres compared with 3,070 acres grown in 1932, 4,750 acres 
in 1931, 10,720 acres in 1930, and 6,920 acres in 1929. 


Harvested Acreage——_~. _ Intended Acreage— 
1930 1931 19382 1933 


State 1920 

As % Acres 
Acres Acres Acres Acres of 1932 indicated 

New York.... 1,640 2,100 750 750 100 750 
New Jersey... 70 900 300 200 100 200 
Indiana 280 400 220 280 86 240 
Michigan a 450 850 510 340 100 340 
Wisconsin 8,300 1,800 800 05 700 
Oregon i 590 Goo 180 200 100 200 
Other states a 1,110 2,570 900 116 580 
Total aig 6,920 10,720 4,750 b3,070 100.0 38,070 


a“Other States” include Colorado, Delaware, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Texas, Utah, Virginia and Washington. 

b Revised, 


Intended Acreage for Kraut Cabbage. 


According to representative reports from 41 kraut packers who handled 
about two-thirds of the total kraut production in 1932, the intended contract 
acreage for 1933 is nearly 20 per cent below the acreage contracted in 1932. 


Should contract plantings be carried out according to present intentions 
(of early April) and should the acreages represented by open market pur- 
chases be in line with the indicated changes in contracted acreages, the total 
acreage of cabbage for kraut in 1933 would amount to 12,140 acres, com- 


pared with 15,120 acres in 1932, 18,690 acres in 1931, and 27,750 acres in 
1930, 


The table below gives, by states, the estimates of total acreage (con- 
tract and open market) harvested from 1929 to 1932, along with the acreages 
which would result in 19383 should contract intentions be carried out and 
should open market acreages be in line with the contract intentions. In past 
years the change in total acreage has usually followed closely the change 
in the contract acreage. 


Harvested Intended Acreage— 
State 1920 19380 193 1932 1933 

As % Acres 

Acres Acres Acres Acres of 1932 indicated 
New York...... 6,000 9,000 5,800 4,900 75 8,680 
Ohio . 2,700 3,300 2,200 2,080 80 1,660 
Indiana ...... 1,080 1,400 1,200 400 100 400 
Illinois .. ° 670 SOO 550 450 100 450 
Michigan : 1,700 2,080 1,420 1,100 75 820 
Wisconsin ..... 5,500 7,200 5,000 4,300 72 38,100 
Minnesota . . 500 540 380 200 75 150 
Colorado sat 500 500 250 200 100 200 
Washington ... 320 820 200 200 100 200 
Other states a 1,640 2,660 1,630 1,200 115 1,480 
20,610 27,750 18,690 15,120 80.3 12,140 


a“Other States” include Iowa, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ore- 
gon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah and Virginia. 
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Prospects for Canned Tomatoes in 1933 


Apparent consumption of canned tomatoes from August 1, 1932, to 
April 1, 1933, was about the same as for the corresponding period last year. 
Prices of canned tomatoes, however, averaged 13 per cent lower this year. 
Should the present rate of movement into consuming channels continue to 
the end of the 1932-33 season the apparent consumption might be between 
11,000,000 and 11,500,000 cases of No. 3’s. The carryover might be slightly 
above 1,000,000 cases. Consequently a pack of from 10,000,000 to 10,500,000 
cases added to the carryover would provide in 1933-34 the equivalent of this 
year’s consumption. 


An acreage of about 265,000 acres, with average growing and packing 
conditions, would provide a pack of 10,500,000 cases, and 275,000 to 280,000 
acres might be expected to produce 11,500,000 to 12,000,000 cases. In 1932 
about 278,000 acres were planted and the abandonment was neglible. Aban- 
donment is usually not large except when growing conditions are adverse. 


Apparent consupmtion of American canned tomatoes has been much 
more stable than that of other canned vegetables. During the 10-year 
period ended 1929, the apparent consumption was fairly constant and 
averaged between 12,500,000 and 13,000,000 cases. During the same period 
the consumption of other canned vegetables was increasing at the rate of 
from 250,000 to 500,000 cases per year. Since 1929 consumption of canned 
corn, peas, etc., has declined rapidly. The decline in the apparent consump- 
tion of canned tomatoes, however, during the last few years, has been rela- 
tively small. 


This relative stability of consumption of canned tomatoes can be ac- 
counted for in large part by the rapidity with which canned tomato prices 
have been adjusted to changes in consumer purchasing power. One other 
reason has been the extension to canned tomatoes of the increasing popu- 
larity of certain tomato products such as juice. The relative stability of 
consumption of canned tomatoes has been maintained in the face of severe 
competition from increasing supplies of fresh tomatoes and other fresh 
vegetables and from imported canned tomatoes. The fact that canned 
tomato consumption has held up better than that of other canned vegetables 
during the depression period should not be interpreted to mean that the 
pack of canned tomatoes can be increased materially without a decided 
price decline resulting. 


Prices at which American tomato canners can sell their product depend 
very largely upon: (1) the size of pack of American tomatoes, (2) con- 
sumer purchasing power, (3) competition from other canned vegetables, 
and (4) the amount of canned tomatoes imported. The 1932 pack of toma- 
toes was equivalent to between 12,000,000 and 12,250,000 cases of No. 3's. 
This pack when added to the carryover from the 1931-32 season made a 
supply of around 13,000,000 cases. This supply was considerably larger 
than last year’s apparent consumption and probably from 1,000,000 to 
1,500,000 cases larger than the apparent consumption this year. 


The effect on prices of this relatively large supply was in evidence as 
soon as the 1932 pack started moving to market. Prices declined to un- 
usually low levels in the fall of 1932. These low prices, however, enabled 
large stocks of tomatoes to move into consuming channels and probably 
prevented an unusually large stock of tomatoes being carried over into the 
1933-34 season. During the latter part of March and early April, prices of 
canned tomatoes have advanced. This advance in prices can be attributed 
to the general improvement in commodity prices, especially those with 
which canned tomatoes compete. The possibility of further advances in 
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prices during the remainder of the season will depend quite largely upon 
consumer purchasing power and competition from other canned vegetables. 

Present stocks of canned tomatoes are reported to be about average. 
Relieved from pressure of heavy stocks, tomato prices may be expected to 
follow advances in prices of other canned vegetables, should such advances 
occur. 

Imports of canned tomatoes for the period August, 1982, to February, 
1983, were equivalent to 1,439,000 cases compared with 1,907,000 cases for 
the corresponding period last year. The decline of about 500,000 cases oc- 
curred during the last three months of the period, consequently it appears 
as though stocks of imported tomatoes are smaller than at this time last 
year. 

Carryovers of canned tomatoes in past years have been relatively smal! 
compared with carryovers of canned corn and canned peas. Unusually 
heavy stocks of canned tomatoes at the beginning of the season exert a 
relatively greater effect on prices than is the case with corn or peas. Should 
the carryover of canned tomatoes at the end of the current season be above 
1,000,000 cases, a recurrence of relatively low prices may be expected this 


fall, in the event that the pack exceeds 10,500,000 cases, unless conditions 
improve materially. 


APRIL CROP REPORT 


The following statements briefly review the April 10th 
releases of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates on the 
acreage and production forecasts of certain commercial truck 


crops in specified groups of states, also the prospects for early 
peaches. 


Snap Beans.—A production of 2,035,000 bushels on 25,620 acres is 
forecast for three of the early states, California, Florida, and Texas, as 
compared with 2,456,000 bushels produced on 29,200 acres last year, a 
decrease of 12 per cent in acreage and 17 per cent in production. The 1982 
crop was not all harvested due to market conditions. This year’s indicated 
production is 7 per cent larger than the amount estimated to have been 
harvested last year. The preliminary estimate of acreage for the second 
group of states is 21 per cent below last year’s acreage or 16,590 acres 
compared with 21,030 in 1932. 

Beets.—There is an indicated decrease of 57 per cent below 1932 in 
the forecasted production of 117,000 bushels for the second early group of 
states. There were 269,000 bushels estimated produced in these states in 
1982. The reported acreage of 1,390 is 30 per cent smaller than last year’s 
acreage of 1,990. 

CABBAGE.—There are 72,400 tons of cabbage forecast for the second 
early group of states, or a crop one-half larger than the 48,300 tons pro- 
duced in 1932, The estimated acreage is one-fourth greater than last year’s 
acreage, 13,600 compared with 10,880 acres in 1932, and the indicated yield 
per acre one-fifth higher than the average yield of one year ago. 

CANTALOUPES.—There is an estimated decrease of 22 per cent below 
1932 in the acreage planted for harvest in the early group of states, 35,940 
acres this year compared with 46,100 last year. Most of this acreage is in 
the Imperial Valley, California; 400 acres are reported for Florida. Inten- 
tion-to-plant reports from the second early and intermediate states indicate 


decreases of 22 and 7 per cent, respectively, in the acreage expected to be 
planted in those two groups. 
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CarroTs.—The revised estimate of 8,440 acres for the second early 
group of states is 10 per cent below last year’s acreage of 9,430. The 
average yield per acre is expected to be higher and the indicated production 
of 3,661,000 bushels about 7 per cent smaller than the 1932 production of 
8,918,000 bushels. 


CucumBers.—There is a decrease of 17 per cent below 1932 in the 
acreage estimated for the spring crop of cucumbers in Florida and Texas, 
two early states, or 10,700 acres compared with 12,950 acres last year. 


EGGPrpLANT.—The production of 300,000 bushels of eggplant forecast for 
the winter and spring crops in Florida is one-third larger than the 1932 
production of 225,000 bushels. This expected increase is due to the higher 
ang per gene indicated for this year, the estimated acreage being the same 
as in 19382. 


On10ons.—Production of the early Bermuda (and Creole) onions in 
Texas, California, and Louisiana is forecast at 2,994,000 bushels, on the 
basis of crop conditions about April 1. This would be the smallest crop 
since 1925 for the early states. Compared with last year’s crop of 4,886,000 
bushels, the prospective 1933 crop is nearly 40 per cent smaller; compared 
with i crop of 4,252,000 bushels from 1927 to 1931, it is 30 per 
cent smaller. 


PEeacHEes.—The reported April 1 condition of peaches in the 10 southern 
states is higher than it was last year, but still much below the average. 
The April condition this season was 47 per cent, compared with 33 per cent 
a year ago and 71 per cent the 1924-1930 average. In Oklahoma, where 
peaches suffered very extensive damage from freezing temperatures in 
February and March, the condition was reported at the low figure of 8 per 
cent. In most of the southern states, trees were abnormally advanced by 
warm weather through January, as in the preceding season, and the sharp 
freezes of early February caught many trees well advanced in bud and 
bloom, especially in the extreme South. Later periods of cold added to the 
damage. Subsequent weather conditions will have an important bearing 
upon the outcome of the southern peach crop. 


Peas.—The forecast of production for the early group of states is 
81 per cent above the 1932 production, 4,418,000 bushels compared with 
2,486,000 last year. Although there is an increase of only 13 per cent in 
the acreage, yields in all states are expected to be much higher than the 
very low yields of 1982. 


SPINACH.—A production of 3,429,000 bushels is forecast for the spring 
crop in the second early group of states as compared with 2,151,000 bushels 
in 1982, an indicated increase of 59 per cent. The reported acreage of 
10,270 is one-half greater than the 1932 acreage of 6,910 acres. 


STRAWBERRIES.—Commercial strawberry production *1 the second early 
groups of states is forecast at 3,727,000 crates (24-que. »vly 23 per cent 
larger than the estimated 1932 production of 3,043,00u crates in the 7 states 
or commercial areas concerned. The 1932 crop was slightly larger than the 
average crop of the preceding five years. Increases in the acreage for 
picking in 1988, as compared with that of 1932, are shown in all states 
except North Carolina. The major increases in production this year are 
expected to occur in Tennessee and Virginia, only minor changes being 
indicated for North Carolina, Arkansas, and the southern district of Cali- 
fornia, while the large percentage increases in Georgia and South Carolina 
are not significant in volume. 


{ 
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CROP PRODUCTION LOANS 


Last year some misunderstandings arose in regard to can- 
ners’ possible liability in connection with repayment by growers 
of seed and crop loans from the Federal government. The gov- 
ernment required a first lien on all crops grown as security for 
its loan to growers. If a grower of canning crops had borrowed 
money from the government and then defaulted on the payment, 
the government held that a canner paying a grower for such 
crop was liable to the government for the amount paid because 
of the government’s prior lien. 


Following representations made last season by the National 
Canners Association to the Crop Production Loan Office, that 
office formulated instructions covering the points above men- 
tioned as to the making of loans and collections, and likewise 
carried out a plan by which local crop loan officials made avail- 
able to canners lists of borrowers in the canners’ growing terri- 
tory, and the canner made available to loan officials lists of 
growers with whom the canner was contracting for crops. Such 
exchange of information helped avoid confusion when the canner 
settled with the grower, and facilitated the exclusion of canning 
crops from the government’s first lien requirements where the 
canner did not waive his interest. 


This year the subject was again taken up with Dr. C. W. 
Warburton, in charge of crop production loans, from whom the 
Association has received a letter under date of April 1, stating 
that the procedure followed last year can be followed generally 
for the current season. Dr. Warburton states that he has issued 
a letter to the several Regional Loan Offices asking that their 
field representatives be instructed along the lines of the circular 
issued by the Washington Regional Office in April last year, and 
he states that this circular will be forwarded to buyers of vege- 
table, fruit, and truck crops. Dr. Warburton, in his letter to 
the Association, says: 


I understand that the members of your Association have objected 
strenuously to drawing checks in payment of crops mortgaged to the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture in favor of the Secretary of Agriculture alone. It will 
be acceptable, therefore, if such checks be drawn jointly to the Secretary 
of Agriculture and the mortgagor. 


I should like to call your attention, however, to the fact that up to the 
present time the several Regional Offices of this organization have already 
approved and paid something over 100,000 loans, this number increasing 
daily. Within the number already paid, there will likely be some loans to 
farmers who are under contract to the members of your Association. In 
these cases, of course, the plans here under discussion will be ineffective 
and at the collection season we will naturally stand on our equitable rights. 
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The circular which was issued last year, and which has been 
reissued this year, was printed in the Information Letter for 
March 5, 1932, and is reproduced below for the information of 
canners. 


Due to the difficulties involved by requiring a first mortgage on all crops 
where canning crops are involved and where the seed or plants for such 
canning crops are furnished by the canner, it has been decided to permit 
the following procedure to be followed: 

Where the canner advances funds for plants or seed and has a first 
lien on the crop, the amount of money which the applicant is permitted to 
borrow should be based upon his other crops. He should not be permitted 
to borrow on the canning crops unless the canner waives his interest and 
permits a first mortgage on all crops, including the canning crops. 

Where the canner does not waive, it is permissible for the applicant to 
submit his application for a loan on his other crops in the regular manner. 
The mortgage will be recorded on all his crops, including the canning crops, 
but with the understanding that there will be a second lien on such canning 
crops instead of a first lien, the second lien merely acting as additional se- 
curity for the loan made on the other crops. 

Both the applicant and the canner should understand and agree that any 
returns to the applicant from canning crops shall go to reduce the appli- 
cant’s Government loan after the canner’s equity has been satisfied. 

The county committees should see that the applicant lists all crops, in- 
cluding the number of acres of each crop which will be used for the cannery 
and on which the canner has or will have the first lien. Be certain to 
specify in the application the particular crops on which the canner will have 
the first lien, due to the fact that he furnished seed or plants. 

For the information of the recording official of your county or town- 
ship, we are enclosing an extra copy of these instructions which you will 
please deliver to him. 


CANNED SHRIMP PACK, STOCKS AND SALES 


The pack of shrimp from March 1 to 31, as announced by 
the Shrimp Section of the Association, was 19,124 cases, as com- 
pared with 58,028 cases packed during the corresponding period 
last year. Following is the pack from August 1 through March 
81, by states, for the last two years: 


Aug. 1,1981 Aug. 1, 1932 
through through 
State Mar. 31, 1982 Mar. 31, 1933 


The net decrease of the period from August 1, 1932, to 
March 31, 1933, under the same period last year, was 171,381 
cases, or 24 per cent. 


Cases Cases 

Florida 22,018 9.089 

45,401 
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Stocks of canned shrimp, as reported by all but two firms to 
the Shrimp Section, amounted to 97,827 cases on March 1. Dur- 
ing the month of March there were packed 19,124 cases, and 
sales for the same period were 64,081 cases, leaving stocks on 
hand April 1 amounting to 52,870 cases. 


FORECAST OF FREIGHT MOVEMENT 

According to the forecast of the Regional Shippers Advi- 
sory Boards, as furnished to the Car Service Division of the 
American Railway Association, on the freight car requirements 
for 29 principal commodities for the second quarter of 1933, 
shipments are expected to show a decline of three-tenths of 1 per 
cent as compared with the actual shipments in the second quarter 
of 1982. The following table shows the estimated requirements 
for canned goods, including jams, jellies, etc., for the second 
quarter of this year, as compared with the actual requirements 
in the second quarter of 1932, along with the indicated percent- 
age of change. 


Actual Estimated Estimated 
Territory 1932 1933 change 
Carloads Carloads Per cent 
045 SOS — 5.0 
Atlantic States......... ... 65,788 5,557 — 39 
Allegheny ....... ; 1,210 1,252 + 3.5 
Great Lakes.......... .. 2,846 2,789 — 2.0 
Northwest ¥ 578 5382 — 8.0 
Trans-Missouri- Kansas 762 762 ‘ 
Southeast ae 1,120 1,242 +10.0 
Southwest 433 433 
Central Western... 875 —81.1 
Pacific Coast 8,600 — 18 
Pacific Northwest cosoe 1,314 — 6.9 
31,126 30,574 —18 


PURCHASE OF SUGAR ON SPECIFICATIONS 


It is again called to the attention of canners of non-acid 
products that sugar purchases should be on the specification that 
the sugar shall comply with bacterial standards adopted by the 
Research Laboratory. Such sugar is available without added 
cost from manufacturers of both beet and cane sugar. It is 
probable that most canners of non-acid products, in which sugar 
is used, are now being supplied with sugar that conforms to 
such standards. 


Many member canners who purchase on specification have 
the bacteriological condition of the delivery checked by labora- 
tory tests. Such practice is regarded as a desirable control 
measure even where the sugar is purchased on specification. 
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Experience during the past season has shown that, while the 
great majority of shipments of “certified” or “guaranteed” sugar 
comply with the standards, others may not. In one instance, a 
“certified” sugar was found to be so far below standard that had 
it been used in canning corn, thermophilic spoilage might have 
resulted. 

The following suggestions are made for those member can- 
ners who wish to have the Research Laboratory check the condi- 
tion of sugar purchases: The samples should be approximately 
one-half pound in weight, and separate samples should be taken 
from each of five bags or barrels of the shipment or of the lot 
in question. This is necessary in order that the sample may be 
reasonably representative of the lot. Samples should be sent to 
the laboratory in clean, sealed cans or other appropriate con- 
tainers. If samples from more than one lot are sent, they should 
be clearly marked to indicate the lot from which they are drawn. 
If several shipments are received during the season, it is well to 
have the laboratory check each delivery. 


LOBSTER PACK IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


The lobster pack in the Charlottetown district of Prince 
Edward Island in 1932 amounted to 44,480 cases of lobster meat 
and 926 cases of tomalley (lobster “liver”’), a total of 45,406 
cases. The outlook for the present season is doubtful because 
low quotations for the canned product may not permit canners 
to offer prices for the catch that will justify fishing operations. 


FROZEN AND PRESERVED FRUITS IN COLD STORAGE 


The following table shows the holdings of fruit in cold 
storage reported to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics as 
of April 1, also a comparison with last year and with a five-year 
average: 


1 1 5-year 
Apples: 933 932 average 
336,000 369,000 441,000 
Pears: 
4,000 33,000 15,000 


Frozen and preserved fruits (pounds)... 58,012,000 78,162,000 _—58,249,000 
SUGGESTION TO REDUCE SHIPPING DAMAGE CLAIMS 


A recommendation developed from experience in the use of 
fibreboard cases for export shipments, but of equal value for 
domestic shipments, has been brought to the Association’s at- 
tention in connection with complaints of damage to canned foods 
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from inadequate or improper packing. The recommendation is 
that a fibreboard pad be used between the layers of cans in all 
shipping cases that pack two layers high. 


It is claimed that a dividing board of the proper substance 
and size adds materially to the carrying qualities of the case and 
that use of the pad reduces the possibility of label damage to a 
minimum. The pad provides a level rest for both layers of cans 
and gives additional resistance to external side or end shocks. 
Chairman R. C. Fyfe, of The Western Classification Committee, 
in a letter to the Association last December, emphasized that 
for canned foods to carry safely there should be a tight pack in 
the shipping case, and the cans should ride rim to rim. The 
suggestion as to the use of a pad is in line with the recommen- 
dation made at that time by Chairman Fyfe to reduce the amount 
of damage to shipments. 


REPORTS ON CREDIT SURVEY ISSUED 


The U. S. Department of Commerce, with the cooperation 
of 140 associations affiliated with the National Association of 
Credit Men, has completed a survey of mercantile credit in 25 
lines of trade throughout the country. The report of the survey 
has been published in three parts, the last of which includes a 
summary for the 25 lines of trade. Each part of the report is 
sold by the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, at five cents, or they may be obtained from 
the district and cooperative offices of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. 
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